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much farther1. Busserah has undergone various revolutions,
being alternately in the possession of the Turks and Arabs;
but now the former have been master of it many years.
I had intended to have gone over the little desert myself,
but the hurry and confusion occasioned by the rebellion of
the Arabs gave me reason to believe I should wait a great
while for a caravan, though it is usual for them to take this
road several times in a year. The caravans which pass by
Mousul, which is the road we took, make a shorter cut over
the desert of Tagut, to the westward of the Tigris. We had
the Bashaw of Bagdad's pass, which \ve found of very great
service, for it procured us a very extraordinary respect, where-
ever we came. Besides it exempted us from the visits of the
customhouse people. Those who have no pass had best gratify
the customhouse officers with four or five mamoudies, to
prevent the opening of their baggage, though they have no
right to demand anything. The Turks are such lovers of
money that there is no danger in attempting to corrupt them
in their office, for you may make your bargain in as plain
terms as you please.
From Bagdad you may get to Thourkat or Karkut2 in eight
days, and from thence to Mousul in four. If your stomach is
a little nice, you had best provide yourself with eatables at
Bagdad, for the bread and rice which you will meet with on
the road may not possibly be so white. However the best
bread is to be had at Busserah, and as for butter, you will
meet with none after you leave that place till you come to
Aleppo. As for our parts, we found the bread upon the road
pretty good. As you travel along, you will meet with villages
on the road to lodge in from stage to stage. But for the
apartments, they will be of little use, except to defend you
from the weather; for there is no furniture, and it will be a
rarity to find so much as a little stool. As for other conveni-
ences you are not to expect them. However, you may probably
travel all along this road, as we did by ourselves, without the
least interruption or incivility.
1 Balbi recorded meeting the tide some way above Qurna.
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